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Aims of this Chapter
This chapter will enable you to achieve the following learning 
outcomes from the CILEx syllabus:

1 Know how to fi nd and read statutes
2 Understand the purpose and status of the statute
3 Understand how to use sections of the statute that 

provide supporting guidance for the user
4 Understand how to use information from a statute

2.1  Introduction

As you study law, you will fi nd that there are a multitude of references to 
individual Acts of Parliament. The authors of CLS course manuals and other 
legal textbooks do their best to explain the concepts and principles of the Acts 
in as clear a way as possible. If you go on to look at an Act on its own, however, 
the way it is structured and the language used can be much more confusing. 
In this chapter, we will consider, using www.legislation.gov.uk , several recent 
Acts, including a short, focused Act as well as some larger Acts which range 
across a number of different areas of law.

2.2  Names of Acts

Many Acts of Parliament have very straightforward titles which summarise their 
content exactly, for example, the Bribery Act 2010 deals with bribery and 
corruption. These names are sometimes referred to as the “short title” of the 
Act. Other Acts have lengthier titles which refl ect the different areas of law and 
policy being dealt with. An example of such a “portfolio” Act is the Anti-social 
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 which not only covers injunctions 
and orders dealing with anti-social behaviour, but also creates an offence of 
forced marriage, sets out the rules for the College of Policing and provides for 
other countries to extradite criminals transiting through the UK.

Occasionally, the name of an Act refl ects the warm and fuzzy political language 
of the government of the day, for example, the Sustainable Communities 
Act 2007. The naming of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and Punishment of 
Offenders Act 2012, which appears to be tautological (“sentencing” and 
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“punishment of offenders” are surely the same thing), apparently refl ected the 
desire of a government minister to make the Act sound particularly tough on 
criminals.

Where an Act contains “(Wales)” or “(Scotland)” in its title, it will only affect 
the law in those countries. If it contains “(Amendment)” in the title, its focus 
will be on amending a previous Act with the same or a similar name. Despite 
their titles, sometimes such Acts do make very signifi cant changes to the law. 
The European Union (Amendment) Act 2008 amended the European 
Communities Act 1972 by ratifying the controversial Treaty of Lisbon.

Sometimes, there may be several Acts in the same year with the same name. 
These will be distinguished by the inclusion of “(No. 2)” or “(No. 3)” in the 
title. An example is the Appropriation (No. 2) Act 2009. The fi rst Act in 2009 
with that name was simply named the Appropriation Act 2009.

2.2.1  Long titles of Acts

Below the name (short title) of the Act and the chapter number (see 1.2.1) 
the purpose of the Act is summarised in the “long title”. The long title of the 
Bribery Act 2010, for example, is “An Act to make provision about offences 
relating to bribery; and for connected purposes.”

2.3  Date of Royal Assent

When a Bill (a prospective Act of Parliament) has been approved by the House 
of Commons and the House of Lords, the fi nal step is for the Queen to sign it, 
giving the Royal Assent. This is the date on which the Bill becomes an Act and it 
is then described as having been “passed” or “enacted”. The year which forms 
part of the name of the new Act is taken from the date of the Royal Assent 
and not from the calendar year in which it started the parliamentary process 
as a Bill.

The date of Royal Assent can be found in square brackets by following the link 
to “introductory text” from the Contents page of the Act in www.legislation.
gov.uk . Sam
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2.4  Using the Contents page of the Act in www.
legislation.gov.uk 

It will be helpful to fi nd the Contents page of the Bribery Act 2010. 

(1) Sections

This is a relatively short Act which is divided into 20 individual “sections”. Each 
section would be referred to in textbooks (and CLS course manuals) as, for 
example, s9 Bribery Act 2010. If you wished to refer to several sections in 
numerical order, you would state, for example, ss9–11 Bribery Act 2010.

(2) Sub-sections

You may wish to refer to only part of an individual section. For example, you 
might want to refer to the text of s9 which states:

(1) The Secretary of State must publish guidance about procedures that 
relevant commercial organisations can put in place to prevent persons associated 
with them from bribing as mentioned in section 7(1).

This would be referred to as s9(1) Bribery Act 2010.

If you wished to refer to a smaller element of a sub-section, an example would 
be the text in s13 which states:

(a) the proper exercise of any function of an intelligence service,

This would be referred to as s13(1)(a) Bribery Act 2010.

(3) Schedules

Schedules are used in a number of different ways by those drafting Acts. Often, 
they contain details of fi gures and other precise information which may be 
crucial to you as you advise your clients. They can also be used for lists of other 
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Acts, or sections of Acts, which have been revoked (cancelled) or amended by 
the new Act. A Schedule will be referred to as, for example, Sch 1 Bribery Act 
2010.

Not all Schedules will have their own internal notation (numbering system) 
(Sch 2 Bribery Act 2010, for instance, consists simply of a list of Acts which 
are repealed or revoked). Some Schedules will include a numbering system for 
the paragraphs of text. You might wish, for example, to refer to the text in Sch 
1 Bribery Act 2010 which states:

1 In section 2(3)(ba) of the Ministry of Defence Police Act 1987 (jurisdiction of 
members of Ministry of Defence Police Force) for “Prevention of Corruption 
Acts 1889 to 1916” substitute “Bribery Act 2010”.

This would be described as Sch 1 para 1 Bribery Act 2010.

(4) Headings

In the Bribery Act 2010 there are a number of straightforward headings which 
are in italics, for example, Bribery of foreign public offi cials. It is usually helpful 
to review the headings when you are looking at a new Act so as to be able to 
identify the broad topics covered.

The use of headings becomes even more important when you are looking at 
a large “portfolio” Act covering a range of different areas of law and policy. 
Consider the Localism Act 2011 on www.legislation.gov.uk .

In the case of a large Act, such as the Localism Act 2011, the headings may be 
divided into “Parts” and “Chapters”. In this Act there are 10 Parts of varying 
sizes of which Part 6 Planning and Part 7 Housing are amongst the most 
important. If you wished to refer to the whole of a Part of an Act, it would be 
referred to as, for example, Part 6 Localism Act 2011. 
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